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cover image

The cover shows fol. 8r of Exeter, Cathedral Library 3501, the Exeter Book of Old English 
poetry, written ca. 975 and housed in the Exeter Cathedral Library since at least the eleventh 
century. It is taken from The Exeter Anthology of Old English Poetry (The Exeter DVD), ed. 
Bernard Muir with software by Nick Kennedy (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2006) 
and reproduced by kind permission of the Dean and Chapter of Exeter Cathedral Library. The 
original manuscript of the Exeter Book is owned by the Dean and Chapter of Exeter and is held 
in the Cathedral Library, Exeter, UK.

The image shows the damaged beginning of “Advent” (Christ I ); the stains and slash marks 
on the page suggest the precarious fate of many Old English manuscripts in the later medieval 
period—undecorated and unreadable, they were probably regarded as little better than waste 
parchment. These marks were once thought to indicate that the manuscript had been used as 
something like a beer mat and cheese board, but it is more likely that they are signs of scripto­
rium use, stains from a glue pot and knife-marks from cutting strips of parchment for binding 
other manuscripts. See Patrick W. Conner, Anglo-Saxon Exeter: A Tenth-Century Cultural His-
tory (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 1993), 237-38.

4.	 Fame—Heroes and History  •  243
The Battle of Maldon  •  243
The Battle of Brunanburh  •  256
The Fight at Finnsburh  •  262
Widsith  •  266

L-OldEnglishPoetry.indd   6 14-02-19   3:32 PM




