
Contents by Theme: Volume A 
Black Writing 
 
[Note that readings listed in green are included on the anthology’s companion website.] 
 
America and American Literature, Beginnings to 1820 
Slavery and America: Beginnings to 1820 
The Shape of a People 

James Albert Ukawsaw Gronniosaw 
A Narrative of the Most Remarkable Particulars in the Life of James Albert Ukawsaw 
Gronniosaw, an African Prince, as Related by Himself 

Lucy Terry 
Bars Fight 
In Context: Josiah Holland’s Account of the Bars Fight 

John Marrant 
A Narrative of the Lord’s Wonderful Dealings with John Marrant, a Black 

Venture Smith 
A Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Venture, A Native of Africa 

Contexts: Slavery and Resistance 
from King Alfonso I (Nzinga Mbemba) of Kongo, letter to King João III of Portugal, 18 October 
1526 
Belinda Sutton, “The Petition of Belinda, an African” 
Prince Hall, A Charge Delivered to the African Lodge, 24 June 1797 
from George Lawrence, An Oration on the Abolition of the Slave Trade 
from William Hamilton, An Address to the New York African Society for Mutual Relief 
from “Old Elizabeth,” Memoir of Old Elizabeth, a Coloured Woman 
from Jupiter Hammon, An Address to the Negroes in the State of New York 
Benjamin Banneker, letter to Thomas Jefferson, 19 August 1791 
from Peter Williams Jr., “An Oration on the Abolition of the Slave Trade,” 1 January 1808  
from Boyrereau Brinch, The Blind African Slave, or Memoirs of Boyrereau Brinch, Nick-named 
Jeffrey Brace 

Olaudah Equiano or Gustavus Vassa 
from The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano 
In Context: Equiano’s Narrative as a Philadelphia Abolitionist Pamphlet 
In Context: Reactions to Olaudah Equiano’s Work 
[Note to Instructors: The Interesting Narrative is among over 400 available editions from 
Broadview, any one of which may be packaged together with this anthology volume.] 

Absalom Jones 



The Petition of the People of Colour 
from A Thanksgiving Sermon 

Richard Allen and Absalom Jones 
from A Narrative of the Proceedings of the Black People, During the Late Awful Calamity in 
Philadelphia 

Richard Allen 
from “Confession of John Joyce, Alias Davis, Who Was Executed on Monday, the 14th of March, 
1808” 

Contexts: Rebellions and Revolutions 
The Revolutionary War 

Poems and Songs 
from Lemuel Haynes, “The Battle of Lexington” 

The Haitian Revolution 
Toussaint Louverture, Proclamation, 29 August 1793 
Declaration of the Independence of the Blacks of St. Domingo 
from Haitian Declaration of Independence 
from Jean-Jacques Dessalines, “Liberty or Death. Proclamation. Jean-Jacques Dessalines, 
Governor General, to the People of Hayti” 
from William Wells Brown, St. Domingo: Its Revolutions and Its Patriots 
from Baron de Vastey, The Colonial System Unveiled 

Briton Hammon 
A Narrative of the Uncommon Sufferings and Surprising Deliverance of Briton Hammon, A Negro 
Man 

Phillis Wheatley 
To Maecenas 
To the University of Cambridge, in New-England 
To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty 
On Being Brought from Africa to America 
On Imagination 
To the Right Honourable William, Earl of Dartmouth 
To S.M., a Young African Painter, on Seeing His Works 
A Farewell to America. To Mrs. S.W. 
To His Excellency General Washington 
On the Death of General Wooster 
On the Death of the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield 
Selected Letters 

to Obour Tanner, 19 May 1772 
to Selina Hastings, 27 June 1773 
to Colonel David Wooster, 18 October 1773 
to Obour Tanner, 30 October 1773 



to Samson Occom, 11 February 1774 
On the Death of a Young Lady of Five Years of Age 
On the Death of a Young Gentleman 
An Hymn to the Morning 
On Recollection 

Lemuel Haynes 
from Liberty Further Extended: Or Free Thoughts on the Illegality of Slave-Keeping 
Universal Salvation: A Very Ancient Doctrine 

David George 
An Account of the Life of David George 
 
Contents by Theme: Volume B 
African American Literature 
 
[Note that readings listed in green are included on the anthology’s companion website.] 
 
General Introduction: America and American Literature, 1820 to Reconstruction 
Race, Slavery, and America, 1820–1860 

Contexts: Nature and the Environment 
Slavery, Plantation Agriculture, and the Environment 

from Charles Ball, Slavery in the United States: A Narrative of the Life and Adventures of 
Charles Ball, A Black Man 

George Moses Horton 
The Lover’s Farewell 
On Liberty and Slavery 
The Slave’s Complaint 
On Hearing of the Intention of a Gentleman to Purchase the Poet’s Freedom 
Lines to My —— 
The Fearful Traveller in the Haunted Castle 
Reflections from the Flash of a Meteor 
Imploring to Be Resigned at Death 
On the Pleasures of College Life 
Division of an Estate 
For the Fair Miss M.M. McLean, An Acrostic 
George Moses Horton, Myself 
The Southern Refugee 
The Obstructions of Genius 
Death of an Old Carriage Horse 
Like Brothers We Meet 
Weep 



Lincoln Is Dead 
from “Life of George M. Horton, the Colored Bard of North Carolina” 

Solomon Northup 
from Twelve Years a Slave 
In Context: Roaring River 
In Context: Solomon Northup in the Popular Press 

Contexts: Expansion, Native American Expulsion, and “Manifest Destiny” 
from Eliza Whitmire, interview (1936) 
from J.M. Whitfield in reply to F. Douglass [Letter on Emigration], 25 September 1853 

Nineteenth-Century Oratory 
Maria W. Stewart, “Lecture Delivered at Franklin Hall” 
from Henry Highland Garnet, “Address to the Slaves of the United States of America” 
In Context: The Debate Over Garnet’s “Address” 
Bayley Wyat, “Speech by a Virginia Freedman” 
from Frederick Douglass, “The Composite Nation” 

David Walker 
from Walker’s Appeal, in Four Articles 
Walker’s Appeal, in Four Articles [full text] 

Contexts: Slavery and Abolition 
Samuel Cornish and John B. Russwurm, “To Our Patrons,” Freedom’s Journal 
anonymous, “Escape from Slavery of Henry Box Brown” 
from Bethany Veney, The Narrative of Bethany Veney: A Slave Woman 
from Frederick Douglass, The Dred Scott Decision 
from Austin Reed, The Life and Adventures of a Haunted Convict 
Jourdon Anderson, “Letter from a Freedman to His Old Master” 
Advertisements Taken Out by Formerly Enslaved People Seeking Family Members 
from Robert B. Elliott, Speech to the House of Representatives, 6 January 1874 
from Frederick Douglass, “Oration in Memory of Abraham Lincoln, Delivered at the Unveiling of 
the Freedmen’s Monument,” 14 April 1876 

Sojourner Truth 
from The Narrative of Sojourner Truth, A Northern Slave 
Speech at the Akron, Ohio Women’s Rights Convention, 1851 
In Context: Sojourner Truth’s cartes de visite 

African American Oral Literature 
[We Raise de Wheat] 
Poor Rosy, Poor Gal 
Roll, Jordan, Roll 
Michael Row the Boat Ashore 



O’er the Crossing 
Run, N—, Run! 
Charleston Gals 
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 
Fisk University Jubilee Singers (John Wesley Work, Alfred Garfield King, Noah Walker Ryder, and 
J.A. Myers), “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” – audio selection 
Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel 
Many Thousand Gone 
Steal Away 
Dinwiddie Colored Quartet (Harry B. Cruder, Sterling Rex, Clarence Meredith, and J. Mantel 
Thomas), “Steal Away” – audio selection 
Slave Marriage Ceremony Supplement 
Pick a Bale of Cotton 
Mose “Clear Rock” Platt, “Pick a Bale o’ Cotton” – audio selection 
De Rabbit, de Wolf an’ de Tar Baby 
Why Brer Possum Has No Hair on His Tail 
[Big Sixteen] 
All God’s Chillen Had Wings 
The Wonderful Tar-Baby Story 
How Mr. Rabbit Was Too Sharp for Mr. Fox 

James Monroe Whitfield 
America 
Self-Reliance 
The Misanthropist 
Yes! Strike Again That Sounding String 
The North Star 
Stanzas for the First of August 
from J.M. Whitfield in Reply to F. Douglass 

Martin R. Delany 
Political Destiny of the Colored Race on the American Continent 
from Blake; or, the Huts of America 

Harriet Jacobs 
from Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written by Herself 
In Context: Fugitive Slave Advertisement for Harriet Jacobs 
In Context: The “Peculiar Circumstances” of Slavery 

William Wells Brown 
from “The Narrative of the Life and Escape of William Wells Brown” 
from Clotel; or, The President’s Daughter: A Narrative of Slave Life in the United States 
In Context: Advertisement for a Lecture by William Wells Brown 



[Note to Instructors: Clotel is among over 400 available editions from Broadview, any one of 
which may be packaged together with this anthology volume.] 

Frederick Douglass 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave. Written by Himself 
In Context: Responses to Frederick Douglass’s Narrative 
from “To My Old Master” 
What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? 
The Heroic Slave 
In Context: Photographs of Frederick Douglass 
from My Bondage and Freedom 
from Life and Times of Frederick Douglass 

Contexts: The Civil War and Its Literature 
James Madison Bell, “What Shall We Do with the Contrabands?” 
from anonymous, “Let My People Go: A Song of the ‘Contrabands’” 
Frederick Douglass, “Men of Color, to Arms!” 
Hannah Johnson, letter to President Lincoln, 31 July 1863 
from Mattie Jackson and L.S. Thompson, The Story of Mattie J. Jackson 
Lindley Miller and Men of the 1st Arkansas Infantry Regiment (African Descent), “Song of the 
First of Arkansas” 
from Thomas Morris Chester, Dispatch on the Fall of Richmond 
Sarah E. Shuften, “Ethiopia’s Dead” 

Popular Literature and Print Culture 
Sarah Mapps Douglass, “The Stranger in America” 
from William J. Wilson, Speech Delivered at Newark, New Jersey, 1 August 1859 
from William J. Wilson, Afric-American Picture Gallery 

Popular Literature and Print Culture: A Regional Sampler 
Literature of Florida 

from Moses Roper, “A Narrative of the Adventures and Escape of Moses Roper, from 
American Slavery” 
from Albery Allson Whitman, “The Rape of Florida” 

Harriet Wilson 
from Our Nig; or, Sketches from the Life of a Free Black, in a Two-Story White House, North 

William and Ellen Craft 
from Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom 

Frances Ellen Watkins Harper 
A Dialogue 
The Slave Mother 
Bible Defense of Slavery 



Eliza Harris 
Ethiopia 
The Drunkard’s Child 
The Revel 
Advice to the Girls 
A Mother’s Heroism 
The Fugitive’s Wife 
Bury Me in a Free Land 
Vashti 
Learning to Read 
In Context: Learning to Read and Write before Emancipation 
Aunt Chloe 
The Rallying Cry 
A Double Standard 
The Colored People in America 
We Are All Bound Up Together 
The Triumph of Freedom—A Dream 
from Fancy Sketches 
Letters 

Breathing the Air of Freedom, 12 September 1856 
letter to John Brown, 25 November 1859 
letter to William Still, 5 July 1871 

Contexts: Gender and Sexuality 
Marriage and Domestic Life 

Armand Lanusse, “Epigram” 
Masculinity, Race, and Class 

from Austin Steward, Twenty-Two Years a Slave, and Forty Years a Freeman 
from Frederick Douglass, Self-Made Men 

Same-Sex Friendship, Sex, and Love 
Addie Brown, letter to Rebecca Primus, 20 August 1859 


